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The Journey To Family Friendly

...From One Room To Ten With A Waiting List!
By Helen Kerwin, Country Woods Inn — Glen Rose, TX

"l."l:-':,q'.'ing |_=|_|,1|.u;||r:|.'|; b my Win 1!:I1JEII-
ters as they disappeared through the car-
tle guard on their way 1o college, | won-
dered if the celebrated empry nest syn-
drome would descend upon me, | had

started and operared a retail flower shap
in downtown Glen Bose for 12 VEArS,
which baasy.
However, coming home every night 1o a
rwo-story house now empry of children,

kept  me

extremely

prompted me 1o ask a customer who ran
anather B&B in Glen Rose (who was
|'|:||:|..;i1|.|‘_ri up flowers for their ponm!), what
it was like 1o run a bed and breakfas,
."|.1:.' |.ri.{'n|L b ITERE |.‘|-|.|.~\.=.L'_g.'. erill 1'IE}:F.:|[5|I'I-_L'.
Bussevs Something Special afver L
vears, responded enthustastically, "ust
dho it! You will meer the nicest peaplel”

| began cautiously with one room:
I,'l.'.ﬂ“Fl,-]I'ﬂ-;,'l'iﬂF, pninring., |J._g."int: HEw Car-
pet. and sewing the necessary bed &
brcabkdast accessonies, Sull unsure of oy

decision as | called our loc] Chambser of

Commerce o inform them 1 was open
for business, | was old immediately thar
a family of three needed a room for that
night. Panicked, | ran 1o the nearest Wal-
Marr and bed,
rearranged the furmnioure, and hoped they

I'IHII!_EI'I' A :'-":JI.I[]'I
wouldn't mind walking to the bathroom
at the end of the hallway! The next
marning at breakFase 1|'|l:_l. WERE |OVIILS
abour ther da uglnfr plaving in the dall-
house. | hadnt realized thar my grand-
mother’s old dollhouse would begin my
[OUrney.

That was six years ago! By the end of

the first season, | converted the doset in
thae room into a bathroom and sarmed a
secomd room, 11|.11|:|.1.: with irs closer into a
bathroom, and then a thind mom. W
always had horses on our wooded
acreage. wo | kept a basker of apples on
|;|'|r,' L;i:.;h-;n |i|l:l|i: l'nr I:hl..' l\.ill!l- {4] Fl.'hi
them. In the spring, the meadow off the
main house blooms with wildfleowers and
we keep vases on the back porch foar
I:lnwl_'l' !_[.I.ll]t,'r;l:l.:_-l;. S0l t WS __ﬂ-:r:ing
repeat business and | realized that mos

of My EUEss Were Frawim the Dallas/TFe
Worth arca and did not have the oppor-
MmNty [0 CXPerienoe i COUnITy environ-
nuent wath frm animals,

My danghrers and T built small cos-
rals, put feed barrels with small scoops by
cach pen and wired hand painted name
|1].||.'|;||:-|. for each animal on their PALTS,
(his the goat was our first, joined by
Sammy the pig and Scoury the lamb.
Mark Martin, the dwarf donkey, is the
larest additkon o the |-:|:'|'|:|:|.'.1:|'d.

The upstairs attic had been conver-
ed 10 2 badroom years before for my
duughters.  Dwuring my second season, |
r¢|'|m,11n‘| It ||'|ﬂ'| | Illlll.i‘l:l' Ii'l". "-'Iilh i
reading nook complete with books from
D, Seuss 1o MNancy Drew and a deck
As | warched
more and more children enjoy Country
Woods Inn, | continued 1w be ingpired by
their enthusiasm!? | accumulated a dosen
hikes at garage sales, found a set of scheol
lockers and flled them with baschalls,
bazkethalls, Foothalls, and '|.'||l|:|.':|.'|:ui|.'|.
We built a horseshoe pit and just com-
p|t'll.'|:i Wi L:u:upﬁjl.' circles and | L:ﬂ‘rr a
basker of marshouallows, gl.'lh_itll crack-
ers, and Hershey bars, J|11r|'|_; with a haok
of campfire songs tucked inside in the

bunle inen the ERCCTOps.

M CHETYWILY.

Having river frontage was a narural
amenity thar 1 identified as a valuable
marketing resource. | found two kayaks
and a canoe in the local classified ads,
and each spring | order ten inner mibes
from our nearby gas station. F'ullil'lg
poles and a well-stocked ackle bhox were
purchased at a pawnshop and erail signs
point the way to a fishing hole down-
siream from the main howse. Being a
shallow river, the Paluxy provides won-
derful recrearion for all ages! | keep min-
niw nets. towels, and river chairs on the
hal_]-., SCTEC LH:H'I."I'I iI]I.I'I:IF “i.'l.-l Jl:ml.'lnu.l'j’f
and homemade cookies.

Whar was once a chicken bam and
tocdshed ook maost of my third season
1:|_1|'|u{'rring inl:l:r fe Fustic |.'J:|'lll1:|- L.!;.'I‘l

has u game table inside, VICR widh lots of
movies, and porches with croquer sers
bowght ar 4 local auction, One of the
ITICHD |||1-I|II|.1.' J::lfrliiil‘.\ Vil hul‘ll:' |5- .| ““EL
ing trail. An carly morning walk through
the woods s a magical cxperence foe
children of all ages, along with their par-
ents. We are presently developing a
wildlife management plan thar | hope
will esrablish a birdwarching markex.

| quickly discovered family break-
fasms ame most I.'HliLiL'IHI:I-' ..n.l.'l.ll:'tl|1|ii|'|n|
with a buffer including: baskees of assort-
ed hreads, fruirs, and paseries.  Kids love

digging through the lage basket of
assorted cmall boxes of cereals, and toas
ing French roas, |,-,1l_1|_'ri:|.|_r. it with mounds

ol u.'hiprmd e, | oalso kL'l."I'l a hoe
q_'I'II:'H:l_I].'lTL' |_1.1r W il;h .,:i||.|1.m1-::-|'| AEACKS.
Hearing ahour an abandoned howse
our fire department was planning a prac-
pice deill for, | |:|_||:||.]-:|:|.' called the owner
and offered oo move amd  restore B
Purchasing it tor one dollar | began an
adventure that has since culminared into
three Il'H'.I-:l.'u;Jr-uE-lJ hionases l‘rtiﬁg maved
onto the property. By tuming them into
duplewes, | found | could promore my
facility as a family reunion and church

rerrear property.  Many  families and

groups tha pumber berween 10 and 30
have a difficult tme locaning accommao-
dations other than hotels, | kegp & wood-
en trunk filled with old fashioned games,
such as jump ropeg. jacks, marbles, and
larye picces of chall for I.lu'n'lllg on the
fraon !m[..:h wilkway, Time and rime
agrin, after a family checks our 1 wall get
a phone call from them booking their
family reunion or church group.
Children are what Coungry Woods
Inn 15 all about! 1 have made it a pro
ty vo create o fun, rustic, and outdoorsy
bed and breakbst for the whale I-.Illlllj..
surrounded by nawre, Presently in my
Bih year as an i|1i:|Ll:r.'|.'H:“I. I have learned
the two most mprian wards 1o mar-

keting my B&B are FAMILY FRIEND-
LY! Each Sunday while picking up cro-
et mallers and nlrnil:l.|; bikes over, 1
now wave goodbye w0 new children,
watching them disappear through the
cartde guard, knowing they will be back
o 5.-|'_||a:=f|"| in the iver, feed Ohis the poar,
o climb on the haystack, just as my chil-
dren uzed 1o Jdo.

For more informarion on  Cewnsry
Woods fin please visie their el site a

st copnryiconding. com

s SR ey e




